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ments were effaced, and this gave a monotonous look or 
air to the expression. The patient had a great deal of 
trouble in keeping himself erect or in assuming the 
erect posture after he had sat down. The gait was spas¬ 
modic and paretic; there was wasting of the muscles; 
no nystagmus, and the pupils reacted normally; there 
was intentional tremor of the extremities. When the 
patient was asked to talk, a certain interval of time 
elapsed before he was able to respond, and during this 
time it could be seen that endeavors were made. While 
speaking, one was particularly struck by the change in 
the tone of the sound which was produced by the vary¬ 
ing degrees of contraction. The trembling voice passed 
from the shrillest notes to the lowest sounds. On laryngo- 
scopic examination it was observed that during the 
period when the patient was making endeavors to speak, 
the vocal cords were agitated by an extensive general 
vibration in jerks. 

Under the influence of the administration of Fowler’s 
solution and the application of galvanism there has 
seemed to be a considerable amelioration in the symp¬ 
toms. J. C. 

FIVE CASES OF PRIMARY MUSCULAR 
ATROPHY. 

Dr. Calderai describes a family in the “ Rivista gen¬ 
erate Italiana di clinica medica,” Nov. 21, 1891, in which 
five of the children were affected with muscular atrophy. 
The parents were in good health; the father in the last 
three years of his life had two epileptic attacks. Of nine 
children four are dead; one of these showed all the 
symptoms of muscular atrophy at the age of ten years. 
Of the five living children the baby only is unaffected; 
the remaining four have atrophy. The course of the 
disease has been the same in all—weakening and wasting 
of the lower extremities, atrophy of the thigh muscles, 
and apparent increase in size of the calf muscles, render¬ 
ing the gait slow and waddling, the knees deformed, 
deviation of the vertebral column, etc. There is diminu¬ 
tion of the electrical reactions, also of the tendon reflexes. 
Disturbances of the sensibility are wanting. The oldest 
is in a better condition than the others, and can take a 
short walk. In him the atrophy has reached the arms. 
One sister, twenty-one years of age, is not able to walk 
at all. She suffers from pseudo-hypertrophy along with 
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hysteria. The two younger sons are more affected than 
the others. Here the atrophy has extended to the arms 
and thorax, giving rise to dyspnceic attacks. The author 
thinks these cases might b.e classed under the Leyden- 
Mdbius type of muscular atrophy, and that they are of 
myo-pathic rather than myelo-pathic origin (Annali di 
Neorologia, Anno x;, Fas. iii. W. C. K. 

THERAPEUTICAL. 

■ ANOTHER COAL-TAR DERIVATIVE OF 
GREAT VALUE. 

If we consider that the modern drugs aristol, anti¬ 
pyrin, creolin, salicylic acid, etc., which have proved such 
a boon to suffering humanity, are proprietary medicines, 
owned in Europe (Germany), but are freely and justly 
praised by the medical profession, we should not refuse 
giving our endorsement to a similar remedy, whose dis¬ 
covery we have to thank the ingenuity ancj industry of 
some of our own countrymen, especially if the remedy 
proves a blessing in securing to many patients afflicted 
with pain almost' instantaneous relief without exposing 
them to any risk. 

Premising these statements, Dr. Hugo Engel says, 
that for these reasons he has made in the case of Anti- 
kamnia an exception to the rules, which has guided him 
for over twenty-five years, viz., that of never publicly 
endorsing this class of remedies. In every case he has 
found Antikamnia—taking into consideration its com¬ 
plete freedom from all unpleasant sequelae or by-effects 
of any kind—the most reliable analgesic remedy known 
to him. The Doctor then continues in his preliminary 
report thus: It stops pain, when internally, administered, 
almost with the rapidity and certainty of a sufficient 
dose of morphia applied subcutaneously, while it not 
only produces no after-effects, but does also not awaken 
in the patient any idiosyncrasy. I have given this potent 
drug a fair trial in my clinic for nervous diseases. Thus 
far I have used the remedy only in the various forms of 
neuralgia of a functional character, i. e., where the path¬ 
ogenic cause could not be discovered ; and in some forms 
of hemicrania, in the lancinating pains of locomotor 
ataxia, and in neuralgia of the dental branches of the 
fifth nerve. 



